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Why does the public disagree with 
experts?
 Because of ideological commitments

 Because the public does not like what the expert is saying

 Because of community and identification with that community

 Because of a desire to fit in

 Because of standard reasoning biases, like confirmation bias or anchoring 
bias
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Note that none of these reasons are publicly defensible.



Because of values?

 Correlation of values with acceptance or rejection of expert views does not 
entail problematic (i.e. not publicly defensible) biases.

 Social and ethical values legitimately and necessarily shape good 
empirical work.



Legitimate influences of values on 
science
1. Values direct the scope and attention of scientific research.

 What is important to know?

 What is important to include in one’s research?

 E.g., why are some children susceptible to adverse reactions of vaccines, what 
are the ecological (or social or economic) implications of GMOs

2. Values provide guidance on evidential sufficiency.
 How much evidence is enough before a claim is considered well-supported?

 What false positive/false negative rates are acceptable?

 E.g., medical testing (like mammography) 
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If the public disagrees with experts’ value judgments at these places, that can 
be a reason to legitimately reject expert judgment.



Upshot

 There is no sharp distinction between accuracy motivated and directionally 
biased reasoning.
 We cannot aim at pure accuracy (believe truths vs. avoiding errors).

 We need values to shape the beginning and ending of inquiry.

 There are ways to distinguish ideological intransigency and legitimate uses 
of values.
 Ask: What needs to be studied that has not been?

 Ask: What evidence might be persuasive?

 Given the legitimate role of values in science, we need to investigate the 
reasons for the correlation between public views and values more closely.
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