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Message from the director of the ISSP
Dear Readers,
The past few months have been full of activities and events within ISSP's three
activity streams: outreach, research, and teaching/training.
In research, the Institute is fast moving forward with @Risk, a project that
focuses on how to strengthen risk management frameworks in situations were
expert perceptions of risk differ from public perceptions of risk. Following
receipt of a Partnership Development Grant from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council (co-funded by Genome Canada), we held a May
workshop of the full research team and partners. Within Positive Energy, the
ISSP's three-year research project focused on strengthening public confidence
in energy decision-making, we held a senior leaders workshop in June on
policy-regulatory relations. As part of this workshop, we hosted a half-day
session with energy leaders on Canada's long-term energy future as part of
Generation Energy, a major federal government initiative undertaken by the
Minister of Natural Resources.
Dr. Monica Gattinger
In outreach, we were pleased to organize a public lecture in March for Dr. Dee Williams, the ISSP's 2016-2017 Fulbright
Visiting Research Chair in Science and Society. Dr. Williams, Deputy Director for the Alaska Region of the US Geological
Survey, spoke about how to integrate Indigenous knowledge into government decision-making. In May, we hosted a panel on
managing risk in the post-trust era, featuring leading risk governance scholars participating in the Institute's @Risk project.
And in June, we hosted Professor Dr. Pavel Kabat, Director General of the International Institute for Applied Systems
Analysis, who spoke to the value of integrated approaches to solving the world's energy, food and water challenges.

In teaching and training, the ISSP supported Concordia University to hold the second Science Outside the Lab North (SOtL
North) session in Ottawa in May. SOtL helps graduate students from across Canada learn about science and technology

decision-making. In addition, we were very proud to partner with Mitacs on the inaugural year of the Canadian Science
Policy Fellowship program, which placed 11 post-doctoral fellows and faculty in science-policy positions in various federal
departments and agencies in Ottawa.

We are delighted to welcome many new faces to the ISSP. We have two new staff members: Rafael de Castro Dezordi,
Communications and Outreach Specialist, and Hodane Abdi, Junior Administration Officer. We also have many new
researchers among us: Dr. Patricia Larkin, Postdoctoral Fellow (working on the @Risk project), Xavier Deschênes-Philion,
Visiting Doctoral Candidate from UBC (working on the @Risk project), and new Institute members Professor Rukhsana
Ahmed (Communications), Professor Kelly Bronson (Sociology and Anthropology) and Professor Patrick McCurdy
(Communications). In January 2018, we will be thrilled to welcome Professor Jennifer Kuzma, Goodnight-Glaxo Wellcome
Distinguished Professor from North Carolina State University as our 2017-2018 Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in
Science and Society. Finally, we would like to thank Dr. Sherry Wasilow for her tremendous support to the ISSP as our
Head of Operations (2015-2017), and congratulate her for becoming a 2017-18 Mitacs Science Policy Fellow with
Defence Research and Development Canada.

I hope you enjoy this issue of the SSP News. We welcome your feedback and comments.
Kind regards,
Monica Gattinger

Spotlight: Professor Kelly Bronson joins the University of Ottawa
This issue of the SSP News shines the spotlight on Assistant Professor Kelly Bronson, who joined
the School of Sociological and Anthropological Studies at uOttawa on 1 July 2017. Kelly has long
been interested in science-society relations, exploring this interface early on as a lab-bench
ecologist, later by examining the "digital revolution" in farming, and hosting public engagements in
Atlantic Canada that incorporated community-level needs into decisions on energy innovation.
"I think sometimes people are
surprised to learn that I come
from a working class family,"
said Kelly. "I've worked since I
was 13 years old. I think this is
relevant because my past enables
me to think from a variety of
perspectives, which is helpful
given the kind of research that I
do. At its most basic, my research
involves
bridging
different
perspectives:
scientists
and
public, public and policy-makers,
humans and environment."

Dr. Kelly Bronson

ISSP officially kicks off its project @Risk: Strengthening Canada's Ability to Manage
Risk (2017-2019)
Following on the steps of winning a SSHRC Partnership Development Grant (co-funded by Genome

Canada) in early April of this year, the ISSP held a workshop meeting on the 23-24 May where it
gathered participating researchers from 11 Canadian and U.S. universities and four partner
organizations at uOttawa to discuss future steps for the project.
The project focuses on how to
strengthen
risk
management
in
situations where expert perceptions of
risk differ from public perceptions of
risk. Drawing on theories of evidencebased decision-making, motivated
reasoning, and risk communication, the
project pursues this objective via
research on three policy clusters:
energy, genomics and public health.
Two detailed case studies in each
sector will be undertaken: nuclear waste disposal and hydraulic fracturing for natural gas in the
energy sector, vaccine hesitancy and cancer screening in public health, and genetically modified
hornless dairy cattle and newborn screening in genomics. Each case will examine questions about the
scope of hazards, issues and challenges; policy, regulatory and governance mechanisms; and
information, communications and media environments. The bulk of the initial research will take place
during the summer and fall of 2017, review and analysis during the winter, and the @Risk team will
meet again in the spring of 2018.

Positive Energy June 2017 workshop: "Informed reform" of Canada's energy
decision-making practices
Positive Energy' s Public Authorities research stream investigates how to strengthen public
confidence in energy decision-making. Following the release of the report System Under Stress:
Energy Decision-Making in Canada and the Need for Informed Reform, the project held the
second of three workshops on this topic at uOttawa on the 6 & 7 June 2017. The workshop,
entitled The policy-regulatory nexus in Canada's energy decision-making: From best practices
to next practices featured a discussion paper authored by Stephen Bird, Associate Professor of
Political Science at Clarkson University (New York state), Faculty Affiliate at Positive Energy and
2016-2017 Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in Governance and Public Administration at uOttawa.
"Canada faces serious challenges
and crucial decisions when it comes
to governing a 21st century energy
system," said Stephen. "For
example,
we
have
ongoing
controversy over the siting of wind
farms, pipelines, new hydro, and
transmission lines, as well as
tensions among movement on
climate
change, oil-sands
development,
fracking,
competitiveness, and consumer
affordability. The relationship
between
policy-makers
and
Dr. Stephen Bird addresses the June 2017 workshop
regulators when it comes to public
decision-making is integral to the efficacy of a modern energy system - which is why my discussion
paper was designed to lay out the challenges that Canada faces - within and between
provincial/territorial and federal levels - and to explore options for informed reform, especially in

terms of the relationship and institutions of policymakers and regulators."
The final discussion paper is expected to be released in early fall. The third and final workshop in
this series will take place in October 2017 on the topic of information, capacity and engagement in
energy decision-making. For more information about the Positive Energy project, please contact ISSP
Senior Research Associate Dr. Stewart Fast.

A Warm Welcome to Visiting Scholar Dr. Yan Li from the Chinese Academy of
Science and Technology for Development (CASTED)
The ISSP is pleased to host Professor Yan
Li, Associate Researcher at the Chinese
Academy of Science and Technology for
Development (CASTED), for August and
September 2017. CASTED functions as
the policy branch of China's Ministry of
Science and Technology
(MOST),
providing space and resources in Beijing to
100 permanent professors as well as 50
professors on secondment from other
institutions across the country.
One of Professor Li's projects will be to
f u r t h e r China/Canada
collaboration
regarding the national laboratories in both
countries. He is scheduled to attend the
Dr. Yan Li, CASTED
Canada-China Business Council policy
conference and gala dinner in Toronto in September 2017 (Prime Minister Trudeau spoke at last
year's event in Shanghai during a state visit in September 2016), and he will also collaborate on a
publication with ISSP Senior Fellow Margaret McCuaig-Johnston, who was instrumental in
facilitating Dr. Li's visit.
"CASTED has been a key agency in the design and implementation of major changes in science and
technology governance and programs in China over the past three years," said Margaret. "Professor
Li's visit provides an opportunity for the University of Ottawa to benefit from his expertise and
understanding of China's innovation system."

Welcome to Dr. Patricia Larkin, postdoctoral fellow at the ISSP (2017-2018)
Dr. Patricia Larkin began a post-doctoral fellowship at the ISSP in June 2017 as project manager
for our research project, @Risk: Strengthening Canada's Ability to Manage Risk. She will also
conduct research as part of an NSERC CREATE grant on Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) led
by Professor George Shimizu at the University of Calgary, with co-investigators and collaborators
at uOttawa (Arturo Macchi, Chemical Engineering, Tom Woo, Chemistry, Monica Gattinger, ISSP).
Patricia's research for the CREATE grant will focus on the incorporation of public values and risk
perception in decision-making for carbon capture and storage. Patricia completed her Ph.D. in
Population Health at the University of Ottawa, with a focus on the integration of health and
environmental risk management in non-health sector policy and regulatory-based decision-making.
Her thesis recommended an integrated risk management framework for CCS in the Canadian context.
Patricia's other research interests include health and environmental protection in hydraulic fracturing,
and best practices in CCS risk communication and public engagement as foundations of public
acceptability.

Dr. Patricia Larkin

In the area of climate-change
adaptation, Patricia has also
completed successful stakeholder
engagement during a project with
Agriculture and Agri-food Canada
that resulted in a range of useful
climate, agricultural, environmental,
infrastructure, and health indicators
to be used as a scenario-based,
risk-assessment decision support
tool for policymakers in agricultural
and rural areas. She is an active
member of the Society for Risk
Analysis
and
sits
on
the
Mississippi-Rideau
Source

Protection Committee.

Welcome to Xavier Deschênes Philion, visiting student at the ISSP
Xavier Deschênes-Philion is a third-year doctoral student
in Political Science at the University of British Columbia
(UBC) and a visiting student at the University of Ottawa.
He will be working as a research assistant for the @Risk
and Positive Energy projects while also writing his PhD
prospectus. His thesis will explore the issue of energy
governance in Canada and the emerging conflicts over the
role and responsibilities of municipal authorities and
Indigenous communities in energy decision-making
processes. Xavier holds a B.A. (2012) and an M.A. (2015)
in Political Science from the Université du Québec à
Xavier Deschênes Philion
Montréal. He recently co-authored two peer-reviewed
articles on the political and social conflicts over smart grid development in Québec. Xavier is
currently writing a book chapter on The Energy East Pipeline in collaboration with UBC Professor
George Hoberg.

Welcome to new staff members Rafael de Castro Dezordi and Hodane Abdi to the
ISSP
Rafael Dezordi brings his multi-lingual abilities (fluent in English,
French, Portuguese, Spanish and Italian), and his communication and
outreach skills, honed over visits to 39 countries in the world, to the
ISSP. He is the new Communications and Outreach Specialist for the
Institute.
Rafael holds an LL. B. (Bachelor of Laws) from the Federal
University of Parana and is a Master's candidate in The Norman
Paterson School of International Affairs (NPSIA) at Carleton
University. He is pursuing his M.A. in International Affairs, with a
Rafael de Castro Dezordi
specialization in International Economic Policy. Prior to joining the
ISSP at the University of Ottawa, he held positions at Carleton University and other prestigious
educational institutions across the National Capital Region.

Hodane Abdi is a 3rd year student at the University of Ottawa. S h e is
majoring in Economics and minoring in Law. Hodane has worked as a Data
Management Agent for the national headquarters of the Liberal Party of
Canada and in the Procurement office of The Facilities department at the
University of Ottawa where she has undertaken various clerical and
administrative tasks. Hodane is the new Junior Administration Officer at the
ISSP.
Hodane Abdi

Helping to engage students in science policy
For the last two years, a program
called Science Outside the Lab North
(SOtL North), has been helping
graduate students from across the
country learn about science and
technology
decision-making
in
Canada. The program is led by
Concordia University and supported
by the ISSP at the University of
Ottawa, and takes place at both
universities.
This year, SOtL North hosted two
groups - for one week each - of
masters and PhD students (27 in total)
studying sciences, engineering, social Back row, L-R: Elizabeth Worden, Dalal Hanna, Blake Freier. Middle
sciences, and humanities. The groups row, L-R: Ashlee Pigford, Emma Graham, Monica Granados, Carolyn
Gibson, Samantha Esteves. Front row, L-R: Kimberly John, Agnes Soos,
each spent four days in Ottawa and Teresa Maddison, Simon Ryder-Burbidge
three days in Montréal, engaging
directly with people in government, non-profit groups, universities, and companies who work at the
intersection of science and policy.
"After an intensive boot
camp on science policy
and communication at
University of Ottawa, we
crisscrossed the capital,
getting a behind-the-scenes
look at how decisions are
actually
made,"
said
Professor Mathew Harsh,
Concordia
Universitybased
program
coordinator. "We wanted to
explore the questions: Who
is involved? What evidence
matters? How does science
intersect with public and
interests
and
Josh Cronmiller (red jacket), Heidi Pickard (purple jacket), Graydon Snider (dark grey private
jacket), Kathlyne Nelson (light grey jacket), Emilie Novaczek (striped skirt), Katrina values?"
Hiiback (grey jacket with scarf), Chantalle Briggs (blue jacket, mostly hidden), Ellen
Lloyd (plaid), Ken Grisé (black jacket), Casey Remmer (pink jacket), Michelle Blade "Students learned just as
(black jacket with scarf), Kate MacMillan (black jacket, mostly hidden), Sierra Clark

(red jacket, mostly hidden), Jessica Kolopenuk (black jacket), Matthew Burke (grey much from each other as
fleece).
they did from instructors

and speakers in both
cities," observed Eric Kennedy, Arizona State University-based program coordinator, which is
where the program originated. For additional information, please contact either Matthew Harsh at
matthew.harsh@concordia.ca or Eric Kennedy at ericbkennedy@asu.edu.
SOtL North is supported by the Centre for Engineering in Society at Concordia University , the
Institute for Science, Society and Policy at the University of Ottawa, the University of Waterloo
Chair in Science and Society, and the School for the Future of Innovation in Society at Arizona
State University.

The ISSP Collaborative Master's in Science, Society and Policy
September 2017 marks the third year
that the ISSP has been offering its
collaborative Master's program with
eleven participating departments and
faculties. Since January of this year
we've experienced a steady rise in the
number of inquiries from students and
faculty members alike about the
admission criteria and program
requirements. This growing awareness
of, and interest in, our unique offering
points to a bright future for our
nascent program. Throughout the
coming year we'll be working with
other departments and faculties across the campus to further expand the number of participating
units. For more information about the program, please contact ISSP Core Member Dr. Daniel Paré,
Graduate Program Coordinator, Associate Director of Academic Outreach, and Assistant Professor
in both the Department of Communication and the School of Information Studies (ÉSIS) at
daniel.pare@uottawa.ca.

3 March 2017 - Speakers Series: Dr. Dee Williams, 2016-2017 Fulbright Visiting
Research Chair in Science and Society
2016-2017 ISSP Fulbright
Visiting Research Chair in
Science and Society, Dr. Dee
Williams, gave a public
l e c t u r e on
"Integrating
Indigenous knowledge into
government decisions: moving
from why to how" on 3 March
20 1 7 . Fulbright Canada was
in attendance, as were many
professors, students, ISSP
researchers and fellows, and
government representatives.
Dee has since returned to

Anchorage, Alaska, where he
currently serves as the Deputy
Director of the Alaska
Regional Office of the US
Geological Survey - the
science agency of the US
Department of the Interior.
During the last 15 years, he
has
worked
in
close
coordination with resource
management agencies and
stakeholder groups in the
Arctic to plan, design, and
direct a wide range of
physical,
biological,
and
Dr. Dee Williams, US Geological Survey
social research to monitor and
mitigate impacts from energy sector development and ongoing climate change.

The ISSP hosts a visit by the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis
The Institute for Science,
Society and Policy was
pleased to host a joint seminar
on 1 June 2017 at uOttawa
with the International Institute
for Applied Systems Analysis
(IIASA) to discuss the value
of integrated approaches to
solving the world's energy,
food and water challenges.
I I A S A conducts
policyoriented
research
into
problems of a global nature
that are too large or too
complex to be solved by a
single country or academic
di s c i p l i ne. ISSP Director
1 June 2017: IIASA seminar
Monica Gattinger and Paul
Dufour, Senior Fellow at the ISSP and Adjunct Professor at uOttawa, provided introductory
remarks, followed by a presentation by Pavel Kabat, Director General and CEO, IIASA.
"Many of the most serious problems that confront humanity - including developing a sustainable
energy system, ensuring food and water security, and tackling climate change - are complex and
interconnected," said Kabat. "A country's national interests are tightly connected to these complex
global systems. By presenting a selection of international case studies, this talk demonstrated how
an international perspective and a system-analytical approach are key to finding long-lasting
solutions to such challenges."
Junko Mochizuki, Research Scholar in the IIASA Risk and Resilience Program, and Chibulu (Lulu)
Luo, a PhD Candidate in the Department of Civil Engineering at the University of Toronto also
participated in the seminar discussion.

ISSP 2016-2017 Panel Series
Managing risk in a post-trust era
On 23 May 2017, the ISSP hosted an expert panel discussion on the current political and social
context for making socially acceptable and evidence-informed decisions about managing and
regulating risks in the energy, genomics, and public-health sectors. The panel was designed
to share information with the research community and the public about the ISSP's new SSHRC and
Genome Canada funded, two-year Partnership Development Grant, @Risk: Strengthening Canada's
Ability to Manage Risk.
The
speakers
included: Professor
Rukhsana
Ahmed,
Department
of
Communication, uOttawa; Professor Erick
Lachapelle, Department of Political
Science, Université de Montréal; Professor
Kieran O'Doherty, Department of
Psychology, University of Guelph; and
ISSP Senior Fellow and Professor Gregor
Wolbring, Department of Community
Health Sciences, University of Calgary.
ISSP Director Monica Gattinger chaired
the session, which was the fourth and final
of the ISSP's series for the 2016-2017
academic year.

Left to right: Drs. Rukhsana Ahmed, Kieran O'Doherty, Monica
Gattinger, Erick Lachapelle, and Gregor Wolbring

Welcome to Dr. Jennifer Kuzma, our new Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in Science
and Society
This September, Dr. Jennifer Kuzma will join the
Institute for Science, Society and Policy as its
Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in Science and
Society for the 2017-2018 academic year. Dr.
Kuzma is coming to us from the Department of
Public Administration in the School of Public and
International Affairs at North Carolina State
University. Her
research will
examine
comparative risk-governance approaches for
genetically engineered organisms (GEOs) in North
America.
"Canada, like the U.S., is currently faced with
important decisions about the approval and use of
GEOs," she said. "New methods of genetic
engineering (GE) are stretching regulatory
definitions, and emerging products of synthetic

biology, gene editing, and gene-drive technologies
have significant uncertainties associated with
their risks and societal impacts. Decision-makers
are challenged by these uncertainties, the speed of
GE technology development, and growing public
discontent about products. Through the lenses of
policy process theory and analysis, my project
will compare ways that North American countries
are dealing with these challenges in order to
inform the design and development of future
governance systems and risk analyses."

Dr. Jennifer Kuzma

What will robots mean for our future?
Dr. Nigel Cameron, Former Fulbright Visiting
Research Chair in Science and Society at the ISSP,
published the book "Will robots take your job?: A
plea for consensus" in June 2017 (Wiley).
"The trend that began with ATMs and do-it-yourself
checkouts is moving at lightning speed," writes Nigel.
"Everything from driving to teaching to the care of the
elderly and, indeed, code-writing can now be done by
smart machines. Conventional wisdom says there
will be new jobs to replace those we lose - but is it
so simple? And are we ready?" Nigel was part of the
ISSP team during 2016. He is President and CEO of
the Center for Policy on Emerging Technologies (CPET), a non-partisan Washington, DC think tank
established in 2007 to encourage long-term thinking
on the policy and broader social impacts of emerging
technologies.

Visit our blog page!

Make sure to visit the ISSP blog page to read
the latest contributions!

ISSP network member activities
ISSP Fellow and Adjunct Professor Paul Dufour wrote "The aggrieved and the beguiled: experts and
evidence in troubled times" for The Hill Times on 5 June 2017. Paul was also interviewed for the
s how Les Années Lumière on Radio-Canada for "L'état de la science au Canada : la fin des
années noires et de nouveaux espoirs pour la recherche fondamentale" (Canada's future directions
for science and technology) on 2 July 2017.

ISSP Fellow Kamiel S. Gabriel wrote "Big
on Twitter, Little on Facts - Will this be the
fate of science advice under Trump's
administration?" on LinkedIn on 14 March
2017. In addition, the Chinese version of
Kamiel's book, "The Anatomy of Innovation"
(2015), became available on 29 May 2017
and can be purchased at Amazon.cn
or dangdang.com
.

ISSP Director Monica Gattinger has been appointed to the International Advisory Board of the
Center for Policy on Emerging Technologies (C-PET). C-PET is a Washington DC-based
knowledge network, drawing together thinkers with wide interests and deep expertise from across
silos within which so much thinking still takes place. "While most 'think tanks' focus on answers,
we ask questions," said Nigel Cameron, C-PET president and CEO. "Indeed, C-PET's chief focus
is on clarifying what the big questions are - 'tomorrow's questions.'"

ISSP Core Member Rees Kassen participated in a panel discussion on social and policy
implications of new technologies - providing a perspective on DIY Synthetic Biology and a broader
view on the science landscape from the perspective of early-to-midcareer researchers - at
the Commonwealth Science Conference in Singapore in June 2017. Rees can be seen (@ the 1:401:50 mark) in a video of the 2017 conference highlights.

ISSP Core Member Jeremy Kerr, along with Julia
K. Baum and Kristina Tietjen from the University
of Victoria, and Megan Dodd from McMaster
University,
released
"Restoring
Canada's
Competitiveness in Fundamental Research: The
View from the Bench" in June 2017. The report was
based on a survey carried out by the Global Young
Academy - an international organization made up of
200 early-career scientists - that was founded in
Berlin in 2010 as a counterpart to national seniorscientist academies. More than 1,300 Canadian
researchers completed the online survey. Media
summaries can be found here.

ISSP Faculty Affiliate Mitia Rioux-Beaulne
presented two papers addressing progress in the
18th century, more specifically, how the
advancement of knowledge is theorized from research on socio-political conditions. The first, "What
is 'modern?' Fontenelle and progress," was delivered during the Congress of the Société de
philosophie du Québec at McGill University on 11 May 2017. The second, "Diderot, eclecticism and
the
the human
ISSPhistory
Core of
Member
Marcmind,"
Sanerwas
anddelivered
incomingduring
ISSP the International Symposium on Éclectisme,
anti-dogmatisme
et
critique
des
systèmes
au
18e
siècle at the University of Montreal on 22 June
Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in Science and
2017.
Society Jennifer Kuzma participated in a plenary
session on gene drives at the 5th Annual Conference
on Governance of Emerging Technologies in Phoenix,
Arizona during May 2017. The ISSP has been a regular
sponsor of this event.

ISSP Senior Fellow Gregor Wolbring was awarded
t h e 2017 CDSA-ACEI Tanis Doe Award for
Canadian Disability Study and Culture , designed to
honour "an individual who dares to 'speak the
unspeakable' in advancing the study and culture of
disability, and who has enriched through research,
teaching, or activism, the lives of Canadians with
disabilities."

Marc Saner (left) and Jennifer Kuzma (middle)
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