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Monica Gattinger is Director of the ISSP, Full Professor at the School of Political Studies 
and Chair of Positive Energy at the University of Ottawa. Professor Gattinger’s research 
and engagement focus on the energy and arts/cultural policy sectors, exploring how to 
strengthen governance, public policy and regulation in the context of fast-paced 
innovation, technological change and markets, fundamental social and value change, 
and lower public trust in government, industry, science and expertise. Gattinger is a 
Fellow at the Canadian Global Affairs Institute, and serves on the International 
Advisory Board of the DC-based think tank the Center for Policy on Emerging 
Technologies, the Advisory Council of the Nuclear Waste Management Organization 
and the Editorial Boards of the University of Ottawa Press and the journal Canadian 
Public Administration. She holds a Ph.D. in public policy from Carleton University.

Paul Dufour, Senior Fellow, ISSP, University of Ottawa

Paul Dufour has been senior adviser in science policy with several Canadian 
agencies and organizations over the course of the past 30 years, such as senior 
program specialist with the International Development Research Centre, and  interim 
Executive Director at the former Office of the National Science Advisor to the 
Canadian Government advising on international S&T matters and broad questions of 
R&D policy directions for the country. Mr. Dufour was educated at McGill, the 
Université de Montreal and Concordia University in the history of science and 
science policy, and has had practical S&T policy experience for over three decades 
having been with such bodies as the Science Council of Canada, Ministry of State for 
Science and Technology, Foreign Affairs, and special adviser to the Prime Minister's 
Advisory Council on S&T.

Professor Rees Kassen, Department of Biology, University of Ottawa (ISSP Core 

Member)

Dr. Kassen’s research aims to answer the most fundamental and persistent puzzle of 
nature: the origin and maintenance of biodiversity. Or, put another way, he is trying to 
answer the age-old question, “Why are there so many species in the world?” To do 
this requires that he studies the evolutionary process as it unfolds, keeping track of 
the variety of genotypes and phenotypes in a population or community through time, 
a task that would be very challenging with any large, long-lived organism. For this 
reason, he uses microbial populations of bacteria and protists to study the 
evolutionary process in the laboratory. 
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Guy Levesque, Associate Vice-President, Research Support and 

Infrastructure, University of Ottawa 

Mr. Levesque was most recently Vice-President, Programs and Performance at the 
Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI), where he has demonstrated an exemplary 
leadership by providing strategic advice for developing policies relevant to CFI 
programs and to Canada’s research and innovation enterprise. He holds a master’s 
degree in science (geology) and bachelor’s degrees in education and science (geology), 
all from the University of Ottawa. He started as a science teacher before continuing his 
career as a strategic advisor for the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada, then as a manager in academia.



Dr. Errol Mendes, Full Professor, Faculty of Law - Common Law Section, University 

of Ottawa (ISSP Advisory Council Member)
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Professor Mendes is a lawyer, author, professor and has been an advisor to
corporations, governments, civil society groups and the United Nations. His teaching,
research and consulting interests include constitutional and human rights law,
corporate law, global governance, public international law (including humanitarian 
and international criminal law) and international business and trade law. Professor 
Mendes is a frequent speaker and media commentator and writer on democracy, 
politics, government ethics, constitutional conventions and law, human rights, 
international law and business across Canada and the world.

Michèle Stanton-Jean, Guest Scholar at the Université de Montréal and former 

Québec representative at the Canadian permanent delegation to UNESCO (ISSP 

Advisory Committee Member)

Michèle Stanton-Jean was Quebec representative at the Permanent Delegation of 
Canada to UNESCO (Paris) (2011-2014). She was Deputy Minister of Health of Canada 
(1993-1998), Special Advisor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada on Health and 
Social Affairs in Brussels in the Permanent Delegation of Canada to the European 
Union (1998-2000) and Chair of the International Bioethics Committee of the United 
Nations UNESCO (2002-2005). Michèle Stanton-Jean holds a Ph.D. in Applied Human 
Sciences (Option Bioéthique), a Master's degree in History and a Master's degree in 
Adult Education and an Honorary Doctorate from the University Concordia.

Christine Trauttmansdorff, Vice-President, Government Relations and Canadian 

Partnerships, Colleges and Institutes Canada

Christine Trauttmansdorff is VP, Government Relations and Canadian Partnerships at 
CICan. She leads CICan’s advocacy and policy work in areas of interest to the federal 
government. Prior to joining CICan in 2015, Christine spent nine years at the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) where she was responsible for 
planning, policy, governance and statistics. Earlier in her career, she worked at the 
House of Commons in roles that included research, committees, communications and 
a major IT project to manage the production of the parliamentary publications.
Christine has an MA in Public Administration and a BA in English.

GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE
SOCIETY: A PROMISE

IN PERIL?

Pane l i s t

Pane l i s t

Pane l i s t

Pane l i s t

Professor Daniel Paré, Department of Communication and School of Information 

Studies, University of Ottawa (ISSP Core Member)

Professor's Paré research relates with the SSHRC Partnership Grant project, How the 
geospatial web 2.0 is reshaping government-citizen interactions, lead by Prof. Renee 
Sieber at McGill University. Part of his work investigates the extent to which claims of an
open government data mediated transformation in government-citizen relations stand 
up to empirical scrutiny. The emerging findings directly confront the historical amnesia
about expectations for the democratic, economic, political, and social virtues of 
previous information and communication technologies that seemingly inform much 
fanfare associated with narratives of the supposed progressive and emancipatory 
powers of geospatial media and participatory social networking tools. 


